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Star Trek “This Side of Paradise” Season 1 Episode 25 (March 9, 1967)

Characters

Captain Kirk- Captain of the Enterprise

Mr. Spock- First Officer and Half Vulcan

Dr. McCoy- Doctor onboard the Enterprise

Elias Sandoval- Leader of settlement on Omicron Ceti III

Leila Kalomi- Settler on Omicron Ceti Il and in love Mr. Spock

Plot

The Enterprise is ordered to clean up the aftermath of a doomed colony on Omicron Ceti
[1I, a planet under constant radiation of deadly rays. Upon arrival, however, the colonists
aren't only alive but in perfect health, with no desire to leave their new world. They are in
fact under the influence of plant spores which not only keep them in good and improved
health but simultaneously keep them in a placid state of happiness and contentment.
Spock discovers an old acquaintance is also on the planet and renews his relationship with
her. Spock and the rest of the crew of the Enterprise are infected until Captain Kirk
discovers that strong emotions break their hold. Kirk and Spock then free the rest of the
crew and the colonists from the spores’ hold and leave the planet behind.

Questions
1. What is paradise? What does it mean to be perfect?

2. When you think of paradise, do you think back to the Garden of Eden or
forward to Heaven?

3. Is there a difference between these two poles of perfection, and if so, what?

4. In this episode, paradise means no progress and no emotions, do you agree?

5. For everything to be perfect, what does the body look like? What does health
look like in paradise?



